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Japan’s First Zero Waste Village

Nestled in the mountains of Shikoku, Kamikatsu
stands as Japan’s first zero-waste village. For over
twenty years, the residents of this least populated
municipality on the island of Shikoku have
meticulously separated their trash into 45
different recycling categories — a calm yet
revolutionary practice that has turned the town
into a global emblem of sustainability and a
model of community-driven environmental
action. In Kamikatsu, zero waste goes far beyond
sorting materials; it’s a philosophy that honours
resources, strengthens social bonds, and shapes

everyday life.
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A model for regional revitalization

Kamiyama is a rural town in Tokushima that has become a standout example of regional revitalization by
embracing creativity and openness rather than trying to restore old industries. The town attracted artists,
entrepreneurs, students, and remote workers through programs like artist residencies, high-speed
internet infrastructure, opening new college, and the renovation of vacant houses into studios, offices,
and cafés. Local residents and NPOs led many of the initiatives, ensuring development stayed

community-driven. As a result, Kamiyama transformed into a small but vibrant hub of culture,

innovation, education, and sustainable rural living.
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World’s First Train-Bus Hybrid
Asa Coast Railway’s Dual Mode Vehicle is a

pioneering mobility solution blending bus and
train capabilities into a single vehicle. They were
developed to revitalize rural transportation in
Tokushima and Kochi, offering a flexible,
low-cost mobility solution that preserves rail
connectivity while expanding reach into
communities beyond the tracks. It preserves
essential transport links in rural Japan while
offering a memorable travel experience along the
Pacific coast. Its success has sparked national
interest in whether DMVs could support other

regional railways facing similar challenges.

Dual Mode
Vehicle
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Accommodation 11

Night 1 o — it
Candeo Hotels Nankai Wakayama or equivalent FA IR L Candeoi )k BAH ]
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Accommodation 11
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Price

B

Itinerary

SRR

Assemble at Kansai International Airport / Nankai
Wakayamashi Station / Wakayama Civic Library
RPUEFMUAER T [ e iRERIERLLTT %25, / FIERLL
T R 57

Wakayama City Walk (Optional) /
Ferry to Tokushima
FiEkLCity Walk (Ali) / eI riiF 8

Dual Mode Vehicle inspection tour

YL B R 23

Naka Town Toy Museum
ARBLHT R U BTEIEARTH

Travel to Kamikatsu /
Kamikatsu Zero Waste inspection tour

AL EEHT / _EENT R A5 5%

Kamikatsu waste-separation experience /
Travel to Kamiyama

MR o FAKTS / AR LT

Inspection tour at Kamiyama: perspectives from the
administration/ Kamiyama Marugoto College of
Design, Engineering and Entrepreneurship
inspection tour and exchange session / Travel to
Tokushima

LM 552/ MLk DRSS 2R 55 22
it | BTERER

Awa Odori Kaikan Museum / Bizan Ropeway /
Ferry to Wakayama
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Dismiss at Kansai International Airport

KPR R

basic plan
(excluding flight tickets)

JPY 212000 / RM 5499 /
CNY 9700 / SGD 1770
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JPY 212000 / RM 5499 /
CNY 9700 / SGD 1770

Terms

a1

application closes

18t December 2026

price includes transportation /
accommodation / necessary entrance
tickets / partial meals / lecture and
study tour fee / guide and
translations

price excludes transportation before
and after the tour / partial meals /
personal consumptions (laundry,
communications, beverage, room
services or other purely personal
natures and optional tours, etc.)
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Learn more

Z W

Apply here

Instagram thejourneysbythespace



https://forms.office.com/r/Pi6wP4fZH7
https://www.403museum.com/thejourneys/lessons-from-tokushima-jan27
https://www.instagram.com/thejourneysbythespace/

	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77
	Slide 78
	Slide 79
	Slide 80
	Slide 81
	Slide 82

